
FDCC founder Di Willis & director Marie O’Sullivan 

On our February visit to Mekhala House, we 
were fortunate to share a special day of 
celebration with the staff and children. Chinese 
New Year is celebrated in Cambodia as 
enthusiastically as in other countries where 
there are nationals with Chinese heritage,  
New Year in Cambodia is more than just a 
party. For Cambodians it's a deeply spiritual 
experience and is time spent with family. 
During the three days of chaul chnam thmey, 
or the New Year celebration, many people 
flock to the temple each day where they spend 
their time  praying, playing and eating.  
  
FDCC's resident Austral ian Youth 
Ambassador Khim Ung generously invited all 
of the children,staff, volunteers and visiting 
Directors to celebrate the occasion at her 
home, which meant that more than 50 of us 
trooped over there on the Wednesday 
morning.  Arrangements for the catering had 
begun in earnest on Tuesday, with trips to the 
market to purchase decorations, the small red 
envelopes (Ang boa),  photo-copied money 
and sheets of 'gold' paper.  US dollars were 
exchanged for brand new crisp riels (local 
currency), in line with the tradition of giving 
children small gifts of new money.  Our cook 
and cleaner shopped in earnest at the market 
on Wednesday to buy the food for our special 
celebration, and then it was all hands on deck 

with the older children helping the staff with 
food preparation.   
  
Khim gave the children a short lesson on the 
history and traditions of Chinese New Year, 
and then we burned substitute cloth, the gold 
paper and fake money in a metal bowl, for the 
spirits that had passed before us.  The small 
red envelopes were given as gifts to each child 
with the traditional wishing of "Xinnián kuàilè“ 
and then we shared a special Chinese New 
Year lunch in the garden.  After lunch we all 
danced, the children demonstrated more of 
their dancing skills, some energetic children 
continued dancing ..... and then traditional 
games were played.  We eventually drifted 
home - tired and very satisfied after a 
wonderful celebration."  

***CHINESE NEW YEAR*** 

Have you ever imagined explaining the 
Christmas story to someone who is not 
familiar with Western mythology?  Well, 
that was my task with the children as 
we celebrated Christmas at Mekhala 
House.  Forty bewildered faces looked 
back as I told the story of a baby born in 
a stable, which is celebrated by children 
when a man in a red suit from the North 
Pole carried in a sled through the sky 
by reindeer to deliver presents by 
climbing down a chimney!  However, 
they became more engaged when Khim 

organised a Kris Kringle.  After an 
excitable trip to the shops to buy a 
present for one dollar, the children left 
their wrapped gift under a tree that had 
been decorated with fairy lights and 
tinsel.  Then they enthusiastically 
learned some Christmas carols, heartily 
singing ‘Jingle Bells’ and ‘We Wish You 
a Merry Christmas’.  Finally there was 
the exchange of presents and some 
happy faces as the children showed off 
their new gift.  
Director, Mark Gemmola 
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Prom Sopearith is in charge of the organic garden, 
maintenance and driving the children at Mekhala to and from 
school each day.   
 
Sopearith was born on the 4th of July 1972 and studied in The 
Soviet Union for 6 years after finishing high school. Before 
working for FDCC, Sopearith worked in Phnom Penh for an 
NGO doing administration work. He enjoys reading books when 
he isn’t at work, particularly in the subjects of world history and 
Western countries. 

Meet our Staff: Prom Sopearith 

FDCC Australian Director nominations 

WANTED:  Children’s Clothes 

As summer nears to an end and we look towards 
winter, please spare a thought for the Mekhala 
House children when clearing out your summer 
wardrobe.  At Mekhala House, we rely on donated 
clothing for the children.  Any clothes (in good con-
dition) to fit girls between the ages of 3 to 16 years 
old would be gratefully received. Suitable clothes 
include: 
 
• light-weight long skirts and pants 

• t-shirts with sleeves (both long and short) 

• mid-length to long dresses (no plunging 
necklines or gapping arm-holes please!) 

• knee-length skirts or shorts (no mini-
skirts or short shorts to cater for cultural sensi-
tivities) 

• hats, sturdy sandals and runners. 

 Please contact Melani on 0414 291 680 or email fdcc@fdcc.org.au to organ-
ise delivery or pick-up.  The clothes will then be sent over to Mekhala House 
in Cambodia via visiting Australian volunteers or FDCC directors. 

The Australian Board of FDCC is currently seeking nominations for new Directors.  We are looking for hardworking and 
enthusiastic volunteers to help us continue our growth and contribute to the development of Mekhala House.  The skills and 
experience we are particularly interested in include: 
 

●  working with NGO’s   ● expertise in Health and Education  ●  commitment to Fundraising  
  
If you’d like further information on what it means to be a Director at FDCC – or a copy of our selection process please contact 
Gavin Didsbury - gavin.didsbury@tpg.com.au 



Khim Ung reports on her experience at Mekhala House... 
No matter what experiences I have 
in my life, I'm sure that I will never 
forget my first experience of bringing 
a new child from her village into 
Mekhala House.... 
  
One of our staff was told about a 
little girl, by the Chief of the village. 
She is 11 years old and both her 
parents died of HIV recently while 
working in Thailand. She is now 
living with her sick and poor 
grandmother. To survive, they both 
eat leftovers from their relatives.  
  
The road to where she comes from 
was very hot, dusty and bumpy. On 
the way there, we passed farmers 
working in rice paddocks, children 
walking to school and women 
shopping at the market. When we 
arrived, I saw a skinny girl in ragged 
clothes, running towards her fragile 
grandmother who was sitting on the 
wooden slats outside her home. Like 

most poor children, she looked 
much younger than her 11 years.   
  
When we met our newest Mek-
hala House arrival, she introduced 
herself by raising both her hands 
in prayer like manner, head 
bowed ‘Chum reap sure’ she 
greeted.  We joined her 
grandmother and all sat down. We 
spoke about everything – why we 
were here, how we could help 
them, their difficulties and their 
hopes. They told us about her 
parents and her 15 year old 
brother, he left 2 years ago and 
they don’t know where he is. I 
could see in their eyes that the 
pain was still very raw.  
  
During our conversation, I noticed 
that over 20 of their neighbours 
had surrounded us, curious and 
interested as to why we were 
there. They listened attentively.  
  
Her grandmother told us that she 
could no longer feed both of them 
nor send her grandchild to school. 
She then conceded that if her 
grandchild went to Mekhala 
House, at least she only needed 
to worry only about herself.  ‘I am 

going to die soon but now I can 

rest knowing that she is being 

looked after’ she said. 
  
This little girl came to me holding 

a bag of her belongings. Inside were 
an old school uniform and an old 
exercise book. She told me she 
enjoyed school and all she wanted 
was to learn. Through her tears she 
said, ‘Grandmother, uncles, aunties 
and friends, I am going now’. One 
shouted ‘you come back and visit, 
you hear?’ another relative added 
‘don’t you forget us’. Her grandmother 
finally said ‘be a good girl’ and she 
shoved all the money she had into  
her grand daughter’s small hand. 
  
This experience will always remain 
with me, to see and to feel how 
desperate people can be. Now I can 
truly say that I understand the value 
of Mekhala House Orphanage – it is 
not just home for vulnerable children 
but a place of hope for a better future.  
Khim Ung, Australian Youth Ambassador   

 

Leadership Forum:  Melbourne – 11th April 2008 
 
In partnership with Team Synergy, FDCC will hold a Leadership seminar on Friday April 11th to raise 
funds for Mekhala House. The full-day seminar will include senior leaders from both the public and 
private sector coming together to share their insights into leadership. 
 
At night, there will be a networking dinner at a local restaurant. The cost will be $795 (ex gst) for the 
seminar and $100 (ex gst) for dinner.  Enquiries can be directed to:  
Marie O’Sullivan  Ph: 0412 535 912 or email:  fdcc@fdcc.org.au 
 

‘I want to study hard so I can find a good job because 

one day, I want to help my family so they will no longer 

be poor again’  

 ~Our latest addition to Mekhala House (11 years old)  



Fundraising Update...Fundraising Update...Fundraising Update...Fundraising Update...    
FDCC and its supporters hold a range of successful events for much needed funds  

 

Bopha Devi Cambodian Restaurant Dinners  
17th April and 15th May 2008 

 
 “Cambodian (or Khmer) cuisine is an exotic fusion of Chinese, Indian & French influences.  An empha-
sis is placed on freshness of ingredients & simplicity in cooking, allowing the complex aromas, textures & 
flavours to shine.  The core flavours are subtle, utilising lemongrass, galangal, lime leaves and turmeric.” 
 
FDCC will hold two fundraising dinners on Thursday, 17th April and 15th May 2008 at the quality Cambo-
dian restaurant Bopha Devi located at the Docklands in Melbourne.  The cost of dinner and drinks will be 
$110 per person with 100% of net proceeds going towards operating costs for Mekhala House in Cam-
bodia.  There will also be a raffle and an auction on both of the nights. 
 
 Tables seatings for 4, 6 or 8 people are available and any donations for raffle or auction prizes would be 
gratefully received.  Please email info@fdcc.com.au or call Melani Daruis on 0414 291 680 for further 
information or bookings.   
 

All donations can be forwarded to: 

The Foundation for Developing Cambodian Communities 

ANZ Banking Group: BSB 013 423 Account No: 4961-
05454     

Lexey invites you to ‘strip the willow’ at an Australian 

BUSH DANCE  
Fri 18th April  from 7.00 – 11.30pm 
Edinburgh Gardens Community Hall  
North Fitzroy (off Brunswick St, Nth Fitzroy)\ 
 
MELWAY Ref 2C 1C   GPS: N 322288 E 5815758 
Tickets must be pre-booked 
 
Featuring Australian Folk Music Band: Willy Philly 

 
• BYO nibbles, plates, cups & Grog   
• Adults & children welcome. RSVP 4th April 
• $10 tickets. Ph Lexey  0400 948 613 

(SMS or AH only) BSB 704 230  
Acct# 100329700.  Please write “Charity bush dance” on description. Receipts will be issued on the night. 
 
Musicians Wilva, Anton, Jen, Terry and others have generously donated their time to raise funds for Mekhala 
House.  Steve Bruce will be MC for a charity auction at interval. All donations of auction-able items are 
welcome. 

 



MEKHALA GIFT CARDS   
ORDER  FORM  ON  BACK  PAGES  OF  

THIS  NEWSLETTER   
or  down load  f r om ou r  webs i t e :  

www. fdcc .o rg.au  
 

FU�DRAISI�G CO-ORDI�ATOR  

FDCC needs a Melbourne-based person to assist with co-
ordination of some fundraising activities.  You will be responsible 
for managing fundraising items and stock levels.   Some cash 
handling may be required and attendance of various fundraisers. 
You will need to keep accurate records and issue receipts.  This is 
a voluntary position requiring appx 2 hours per week.  Please 
contact: gavin.didsbury@tpg.com.au 

WANT TO BE INVOLVED?  FDCC needs your help 

CO�TACT LIST DATABASE ADMI�ISTRATOR 

Our contact list is growing!  FDCC needs someone to assist with 
managing the members database and responding to enquiries.  
We are looking for someone organized and efficient who is 
confident working with databases, spreadsheets and handling 
general administrative tasks.  Internet access is required.  This is 
an unpaid position and will require appx 2 hours work a week.  
Please contact: gavin.didsbury@tpg.com.au 



I would like to purchase the following quantities of the Mekhala House gift cards to 
give to my friends and family as an alternative to traditional gifts: 

Mekhala House gift card order form 



03 9828 3474 

Mekhala House gift card order form 


